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• CALL MEETING TO ORDER

• PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE

• ROLL CALL

• INTRODUCTIONS

• PROPOSED REFERENDUM INFORMATION 

• PUBLIC Q & A

• ADJOURNMENT

2026 Skokie Park District Referendum Mee�ng Agenda



2026 Bond 
referendum

Welcome!
Elsa Fischer - Skokie Park District Board President

Michelle Tu& - Execu�ve Director

Corri Guynn – Superintendent of Parks, Planning, 
and Facili�es



Sta- and Board 
Introduc�ons
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What is a Bond Referendum?

Request of taxpayers for addi$onal tax dollars
to address capital improvements

      

A bond referendum cannot address opera�ng needs, 

only capital improvements
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Metropolitan Water Reclama�on District (MWRD)

The MWRD, established in 1889, is a special purpose government agency 

responsible for trea�ng wastewater and managing stormwater in Cook 

County. They engage the public on several cri�cal water-related issues that 

improve the quality of life for all residents.

The SPD has a 50-year lease for four proper�es, totaling 58.4 acres, for $10 

including: 

• Sports Park and Sports Park East 

• Channelside Park South (new)  

• Channelside Park (Dammrich Rowing Center, Pooch Park, and soccer ,elds)

• Hamlin Park
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Metropolitan Water Reclama�on District (MWRD)

North Shore Channel Comprehensive Land Use 
Policy

All MWRD land contiguous to either side of the 
North Shore Channel, starting at Devon Avenue and 
continuing north to, and including, Wilmette harbor, 
shall be dedicated and used exclusively as open 
green space and public recreational use.
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Why this Bond Referendum?

• Over the past several decades, the SPD has had limited opportuni�es to add park 
land. 

• As of 2026, the SPD has 247 acres of park land, 152 acres or 38% below 
recommended na�onal benchmarks for open space. 

• Southeast Skokie is currently greatly underserved by park space.

• In 1993, MWRD leased 35 acres of land now known as Skokie Sports Park to the 
SPD, including the undeveloped and un-remediated east side of the park.

• Between 2012-14, Sport Park East underwent environmental remedia�on. 

• In 2026, the SPD leased undeveloped land (Channelside South), from MWRD.
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Why this Bond Referendum?

• Recent community engagement has consistently shown strong demand for:

– walking, biking, and jogging paths

– addi$onal green space

– ADA-compliant, accessible playground

– outdoor gathering and event space

– improved sports, @tness, and recrea$on ameni$es

• The SPD has not placed a referendum on the ballot since 1982.

• Funding capital projects at these two sites would allow the SPD to achieve all the 

recently expressed community needs. 

• Planning now allows the SPD to responsibly address community needs, by managing 

rising construc�on costs and pursuing compe��ve grant funding. 



About Skokie
Park District
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District Boundaries
• Approximately 63,000 

residents

• Includes nearly all the 
Village of Skokie, as 
well as small por$ons 
of Evanston, Morton 
Grove, and Chicago.

• The Skokie Park 
District and the 
Village of Skokie are 
two di-erent en��es. 
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Where Your Property Tax Dollars Go (2024)

Elementary School District*     49.45%

School District 219         28.61%

Village of Skokie            4.35%

Cook County              4.11%

Skokie Park District         3.88%

Skokie Public Library         3.86%

Sanitary District           3.04%

Oakton Community College     2.11%

Niles Township             0.45%

Other                 0.14%

*Percentage above for School District 69. Actual percentage will 

  vary depending upon which school district you live in.
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Tax Rate Comparison to Suburban Park Districts
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Total Grant Funds Received Since 2020 $6,470,725 
Loca�on Funding Agency Descrip�on of Grant Funds Received

Tot Learning Center Childcare Restora�on Grant 2020-2022 Finacial grant for lost revenue due to Covid $439,990

Fes�val of Cultures 2020 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $7,300

Fes�val of Cultures 2021 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $7,300

Fes�val of Cultures 2022 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $6,900

Fes�val of Cultures 2023 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $17,150

Fes�val of Cultures 2024 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $19,100

Fes�val of Cultures 2025 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $18,550

Fes�val of Cultures 2026 Illinois Arts Council FOC annual arts grant $14,550

Tot Learning Center The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Food reimbursement grant $48,300

Tot Learning Center Ac�on for Children Quality Improvement Program supply grant $10,000

Tot Learning Center Child Resource Service Quality Improvement grant $10,000

Emily Oaks Nature Center Illinois Clean Energy Founda�on EONC solar panel grant $23,955

Hamlin and Sports Park Illinois Clean Energy Founda�on Convert two acres of turf to pollinators $20,000

Laramie Park Illinois Department of Natural Resources - OSLAD Grant Renovate Laramie Park $400,000

Central Park Illinois Department of Natural Resources - OSLAD Grant Renovate Central Park $400,000

Ska�um Ice Arena Illinois Department of Natural Resources - PARC Grant Update Ska�um mechanicals $2,500,000

Laramie Park DCEO Grant - Represena�ve Kalish Laramie Park renova�ons $200,000

Terminal/Lauth/Lee Wright Parks Representa�ve Schakowsky Community Project Funding Park renova�ons $500,000

Lawler Park Illinois Department of Natural Resources - OSLAD Grant Park renova�on $357,000

Onöndowa’ga Park DCEO - Representa�ve Gong-Gershowitz Park renova�on $182,450

Weber Track Replacement DCEO - Representa�ve Gong-Gershowitz Weber track replacement $115,000

Winnebago Park and Labor Urban and Community Forestry Grant for Community En��es Summer labor, fruit orchard at Winnebago $53,180

Lockwood Sports Courts DCEO Grant - Senator Fine Lockwood court repairs $100,000

Peccia Playground DCEO Grant - unknown Peccia playground equipment replacement $100,000

Gleiss Park Tennis Court DCEO Grant - Representa�ve Gong Gershowitz Gleiss tennis court replacement $120,000

Gleiss Park playground equipment DCEO Grant - Senator Fine Gross Point path paving $100,000

Devonshire, Emerson and Lockwood DCEO Grant - Senator Fine Park renova�ons $100,000

Devonshire, Emerson and Lockwood DCEO Grant - Gong Gershowitz Park renova�ons $200,000

Hamlin, Shawnee, and Musueum DCEO Grant - Olickal and Villivalam tennis courts, playground and windows $400,000

Total Since 2020 $6,470,725



Sports Park East
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Survey Findings: Sports Park East

None of interest/no priorities

Cricket �eld lighting, practice 

pitches, irrigation

Improved/larger golf check-in and 

simulator

Outdoor challenge course

Playground

Soccer �eld lighting, irrigation

Outdoor �tness area

Outdoor shelter/restrooms

Build a rec center

Walking/jogging/bike path

18%

6%

8%

8%

10%

14%

15%

19%

3%

8%

6%

9%

11%

12%

10%

15%

6%

7%

5%

11%

11%

9%

14%

#1 priority #2 #3

 Top Priorities:  Potential Sports Park East Improvements
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Sports Park East: Exis�ng
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Conceptual Rendering



Community Presenta�on



Community Presenta�on

Courts + Mul�purpose Rooms

Conceptual Rendering
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Field House

• Field House Footprint: 33,900 Sq Ft

• Golf Opera$ons

• Two golf simulators

• Mul$-Purpose Room (100-140 occupancy)

• StaH OIces

• Concessions

• Mul$-purpose Gymnasium

• Two full-sized basketball

• Four half-sized basketball

• Six Pickleball Courts
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Courts + Mul�purpose Rooms
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Sports Park East
Cost Es�mate
• Field House       $18,200,000

• Site Development  $19,200,000

• Total              $37,400,000



Channelside South
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Channelside South Resident Survey  

• The survey was live July 21- August 4, 2025, through social media 
and shared by Skokie Patch

• 1,332 total responses 
o 1,181 Skokie Residents
o 151 Non-Residents
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Survey Results: Priori�es
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Survey Results: Outdoor Adventure and Play
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Survey Results: Landscaping & Environmental
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Survey Results: Health & Fitness



Community Presenta�on

Survey Results: Outdoor Entertainment
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Survey Results: Renovated Building Ameni�es



Channelside Park South: Site Concept



Channelside Park South: Site Concept - North



Channelside Park South: Site Concept - South



Channelside Park South: Inspira�on – Event Space and Overlook



Channelside Park South: Building Concept



Conceptual Rendering of proposed bandshell 

and pedestrian bridge at Channelside South



Channelside Park South: Concept - NorthConceptual Rendering



Channelside Park South: Inspira�on – Playground



Channelside Park South: Inspira�on – Play Equipment



Channelside Park South: ConceptConceptual Rendering



Channelside Park South: ConceptConceptual Rendering
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Channelside Park South: 
Cost Es�mate

• Building:           $1,500,000

• Site Development: $14,300,000

• Total:            $15,800,000



Financing
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Financing Plan / Tax Impact Analysis
Referendum Approved General Obliga�on Bond Assump�ons

Issuance Amount $53,000,000

Issuance Term 20 Years

Es�mated Annual Debt Service (1) $3,900,000

Es�mated Bond and Interest Tax Rate (2) 0.124

Fair Market Value Assessment Level Equaliza�on Factor Homeowner's Exemp�on Annual Monthly

$100,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $25.00 $2.08

$200,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $62.40 $5.20

$300,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $99.81 $8.32

$400,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $137.21 $11.43

$500,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $174.61 $14.55

$600,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $212.01 $17.67

$700,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $249.41 $20.78

$800,000 10% 3.0163 $10,000 $286.82 $23.90

Notes:

1    Annual debt service assuming a 4.0% interest rate amor�zed over a 20-year term.

2    Es�mated bond and interest tax rate assumes the District's 2024 equalized assessed value.
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 www.skokieparks.org/proposal



Community Presenta�on

Ques�on as it appears on the ballot November 3, 2026.

Shall the Skokie Park District, Cook County, Illinois, address facility and site improvements at 

Sports Park East, including building and equipping a new recrea on center, construc ng a 

walking/jogging path, park shelter, playground, and golf chipping and pu#ng area, 

improving athle c $elds, including but not limited to cricket, soccer and mul purpose $elds, 

and adding sports ligh ng, and conver ng a former industrial site along the North Shore 

Channel into a new park that includes green space, an ADA-compliant playground, 

walking/biking path, bandshell, park shelter, and mul purpose facility, and other park 

improvements, and issue its bonds to the amount of $53,000,000 for the purpose of paying 

the costs thereof?



Ques�ons 
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