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Growing Sprouts Calendar 2024-2025 

 

Class runs September 3/4 - May 22/23  
No Class: 
Oct. 3-4 Rosh Hashana 
Oct. 14 Indigenous Peopleôs Day 
Oct. 17 Sukkot 
Oct. 18 Special event prep 
Nov. 27-29 Thanksgiving 
Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 Winter Break 
Jan. 20 MLK Jr. Day 
Feb. 14 special event set-up  
Feb. 17 Presidents' Day 
Mar. 14 Purim 
Apr. 14-18 Spring Break 
Apr. 25 Special event prep 
 
 

Class Times 

Morning Class: 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Afternoon Class: 1-3:30 p.m. 

Full-Day Class: 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
 



About the Growing Sprouts Program 

Educational Philosophy: Our Earth Education 

curriculum is designed to help people live more 

joyously and harmoniously with the natural world. 

Earth Education focuses on understanding the 

broad brush strokes of life: the flow of energy, 

cycling of materials, and interrelationships of life. 

Equally important, our program emphasizes 

developing feelings for and an emotional 

attachment to the earth, with a hands-on approach 

of doing, sharing, and exploring the wonders of the 

natural world. Over the course of the year, the 

Sprouts will explore many different inquiry themes. 

Children will have the ability to help shape the 

content by communicating their interests during 

class. Growing Sprouts will explore each theme by 

taking nature walks, conducting simple science 

experiments, and engaging in reinforcement 

activities that build physical, emotional, and basic 

academic skills. Growing Sprouts curriculum 

places an emphasis on being outdoors, where 

learning can happen naturally!  

Goals:  

¶ To investigate seasonal happenings, events, and 

changes in the plants, animals, and basic elements of 

the natural world.   

¶ To stimulate intellectual and physical development, 

while participating in authentic outdoor learning 

opportunities.   

¶ To develop feelings of respect and appreciation for the 

natural world, as well as wonder and curiosity through 

meaningful, first-hand experiences. 

¶ To support the creative expression of oneôs self.  

¶ To develop intrapersonal and interpersonal skills in a 

safe and caring environment, with an emphasis on 

sharing and doing.  

Mission: To create magical learning adventures through first-hand experiences with nature, 

while building a life-long relationship with the natural world. 



Emily Oaks Nature Center Facility 

 
In 1929, Niles Center Park District made its first land purchase, a parcel of land that included the 13-

acre site later named Emily Park. For years the park was left in a ñsemi-rusticò condition for 

recreation. A beautiful two-acre pond was built in the 1930ôs as a WPA government project.  

Emily Park was dedicated as a Nature Center for the Skokie Park District in 1988, resulting in a 

change in site management and the addition of year-round programming. A variety of native 

wildflowers and grasses grow on the grounds, amongst towering oak and maple trees.  

All year long, Growing Sprouts students will be inspired and guided by program staff to connect with 

the local plants and animals through observation, interactive hikes, games, experiments and role-

play. In the woodland, prairie, and pond, Growing Sprouts will frequently have the opportunity to 

observe native wildlife. Seeing plants and animals in their natural habitats help children become 

immersed in a moment of awe and observation, while inspiring them to think about how all things 

are interrelated.  

Our classroom is located upstairs in the Visitor Facility with a back door that leads outdoors to our 

trails. Parents will pick-up and drop-off children at the front gate. A staff person will check students 

in/out and supervise children. Students will wait inside the facility during inclement weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Emily Oaks Nature Center 
4650 Brummel Street 
Skokie, Illinois 60076 


